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October 13th, 2025      NW IA Dealer Agronomy Update
Soil Temperatures 
Soil temperatures have continued to hover around 60°F.  Ideally NH3 and manure applications should occur 

when soils are 50°F and trending cooler. Monitor your own county’s soil temperatures at the ISU Mesonet site:  
IEM :: ISU Soil Moisture County Temperature Estimates (iastate.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 
Here is the forecast 

soil temperature for 

10/13.  Based on 

current forecasts, 

October 26th is the 

first date that soil 

temperatures will fall 

below 50°F. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Making My Corn Turn Black?? 

Understanding Saprophytic Fungi on Corn 
As the growing season progresses, many corn growers notice dark  

spots and discolorations on their plants. While some may worry  

about diseases like tar spot, it’s important to recognize the role of  

saprophytic fungi and understand what these signs truly mean for  

crop health. 

 

What Are Saprophytic Fungi? 
Saprophytic fungi are organisms that decompose dead or decaying  

organic matter. They help by colonizing dead corn tissue and 

 breaking it down into nutrients that can be reused by future crops.  

These fungi are not harmful to living plants, and in fact, they play a 

 vital role in maintaining soil health and nutrient cycling. 

 
 

 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/agclimate/soilt.php
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Think of saprophytic fungi as helper organisms: by helping 
decompose crop residue, they facilitate the return of nutrients to the 
soil, making high-yield corn production possible. Without these 
natural recyclers, crop residue would build up between cropping 
years, and soil nitrogen and other nutrients would become less 
available for plant uptake. 
 

What Causes Saprophytic Fungi to Occur in Corn Fields? 

A vast number of fungal spores lie dormant in the soil and on crop residue – waiting for the right conditions to 

propagate. Favorable weather conditions, such as warmth, moisture, and foggy environments, can trigger 

these spores to multiply rapidly. During the grain fill period, as lower leaves begin to shut down, they create an 

ideal environment for saprophytic fungi to establish themselves. Interestingly, pathogenic leaf diseases often 

flourish at the same time as these saprophytic fungi appear. Some symptoms may look similar—causing 

concern for disease—so proper identification is key. 

Differentiating Saprophytic Fungi from Tar Spot 

For example, tar spot produces characteristic lesions on leaves with distinct sharp margins and does not come 

off easily when rubbed. In contrast, saprophytic fungi typically form fuzzy margins, can be rubbed off on 

clothing or paper, and may cause dark discolorations that look superficially similar but are harmless. When 

rubbed, these fungal colonies often turn your clothes black, indicating their surface-level, non-pathogenic 

nature. 

 

2026 Crop Planning 

As we prepare for the 2026 growing season, it is essential to remain vigilant about the potential presence of 

southern rust, among many other factors. Strategic planning for this season requires us to thoughtfully assess 

which corn products will be best suited for each specific farm. Given the unique conditions each year brings, it 

is crucial to select products that align with the characteristics of individual fields and cropping systems. 

 

Maintain detailed records for each field over the years. Document all types of diseases and pests that have 

been observed, noting whether their presence has been heavy or light. Understanding these patterns allows 

you to choose varieties with appropriate disease tolerance or select traits that are well-suited for specific field 

conditions. This tailored approach can significantly enhance yield potential. 

 

Engaging farmers in meaningful discussions is vital for making informed product placement decisions. 

Selecting the right corn product for the right acre can be an emotional and complex process, requiring careful 

consideration. Every producer aims to achieve the highest performance possible before planting their seed. 

Therefore, asking insightful questions and delving deep into the specifics of each farm is essential for success. 

Here are some important questions to consider when consulting with farmers during the planning phase of your 

recommendations: 



                     
 

3 
 
 

 

• What is the soil type, organic matter levels and pH values? There are broad acre type fit products, those 

that handle lighter sandy soils better, and those that handle heavy soils that might be poorly drained. All 

germplasm is different, and each has its benefits, so choosing the right hybrid for the right acre is the first step.  

 

• What is your drainage on the field?  There are some corn products that handle drained soils better. If you 

have poorly drained soils, choose a product with good early plant vigor, great root strength, disease tolerance 

and good stalk health. We are working to generate better numerical ratings for Crown Rot.  

 

• What is the number of products you need and relative maturity?  Over the years, we have observed that 

later-maturing corn products tend to exhibit higher yield potential. It is crucial to consider the size of the 

operations, and opportunities for spreading maturities to help mitigate risk by allowing for harvesting at optimal 

moisture levels. This is essential for maximizing yield. Moreover, different operations may choose to manage 

the risks associated with hot, dry winds in the fall in various ways with one being RM choice.  

 

• What planting population do you typically plant?  There are factors that need to be accounted for when 

making the seeding rate recommendations. Certain products have fixed or flex ear characteristics which will 

help determine if you need a low to moderate or high seeding rate to achieve maximum yield potential. Also 

include discussions of increased fertilizer rates in high seeding rate zones and the benefit to yield.  

 

• What are your planting and harvest timelines? Knowing whether fields are planned for early or later 

planting can determine if the seeding rate needs to be adjusted and the need to choose a product with a very 

good emergence rating. Increasing those seeding rates may be necessary if you are planting early into cool 

wet soils. Products with good emergence/vigor scores should be placed in fields that are scheduled for first 

planting. Forward thinking when developing a projected harvest plan and choosing a product that has good late 

season standability should be highly considered.    

 

• What is your rotation?  Corn-on-corn versus rotated acres is important when determining which traits to put 

out on the field. If corn-on-corn, choose a product with below ground traits for the billion-dollar pest – the corn 

rootworm – as well as one that has good emergence. If corn on corn, know the disease history of the field and 

choose a product with high tolerance to what may be out there overwintering. For rotated acres, choose above 

ground protection only – unless extended diapause has been present from the northern corn rootworm beetle 

in previous years. In that case, for peace of mind, selecting a below ground trait is ideal. 

 

• What is your row spacing? If you are narrow-row planting, focus on products that have a little more up-right 

leaves or even shorter products to maximize yield potential.  

 

• What are your tillage practices? Plant no-till acres with products that have great seedling vigor and a 

strong disease tolerance package.  

 

• What digital platforms do you currently utilize? This is a super conversation to have to understand past 

performance. A digital platform, such as Climate FieldView®, allows you to visualize where the product fits 

best on which field.   
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• What is your fertility and plant health programs? There are products that, if managed right, can maximize 

yield potential. Some do like higher fertility, and some may also respond to added nitrogen. Some products just 

really like that extra management. If you want to push to that next yield tier, certain products may be a really 

good fit.   

 

• Any history of fungicide use and disease present?  Pest pressure and insecticides used?  Know your 

disease pressure in your fields. With Goss’ Wilt, for example, a product with high tolerance is a must for corn-

on- corn. Fungicides are very beneficial agronomically with stalk integrity, ear retention and yield protection.  

Some products have shown a higher response than others in unlocking further yield potential. In addition to 

corn rootworm protection, select traits to defend against above ground pets, such as corn earworm or western 

bean cutworm.  

 

• What is your weed history and corn herbicide program? If you are using glyphosate or Liberty herbicide, 

make sure your corn product has the gene for those herbicides. Some are tolerant to both and some are 

tolerant only tolerant to glyphosate. Knowing the chemical program will help prevent planting the wrong 

product. The weed history conversation is just a good one to have in general, as this can help you develop a 

chemical program based on a specific weed issue. Different herbicides target and are stronger on some weeds 

than others.   

All of the upfront planning can pay high dividends at the end of the season for the grower.  The success of the 

grower is everything. 

 

Harvest Results 
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Additional Resources: 
 
ISU Corn Drydown Calculator 

 
Resources available for harvest: 

Reducing Harvest Losses in Corn and Soybeans 

Harvest Safety Tips 

Grain Storage for Corn and Soybean 

Grain Bin Safety 

Considering Harvest Loss, Discounts and Drying Costs 

Grain Yield Monitor Calibration 

How Corn Standability Affects Harvest Plans 

Corn Management during Grain Fill and Harvest 

Harvesting Down Corn 

Corn Stalk Rots and Managing Lodging Issues 

 

https://facts.extension.iastate.edu/corn-drydown-calculator
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Freduce-harvest-losses-in-soybean-and-corn&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FnBer0kzu3x1pEvnvyBGEr1BRaKnpoTOI%2BYXVsqMzlA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fharvest-safety-tips&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1TN6J5v%2BXs7zz%2BR%2BH%2BKmWnm%2FeAL6kcquKQsmAQ%2FpuwY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-storage-for-corn-and-soybean&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lw8p2UcgDJpvyQVUguCG4oGpFSbcmGCDIcPMuQ4iIZo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-bin-safety&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m8QXtYAIhD5zUSRmNIAazWAijtmb9ifPzw%2B%2B9d4zX%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fconsidering-harvest-loss--discounts--and-drying-costs&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W3Zc%2BcNGC1Rl23ubwF4rjgh3qxS%2B09SJj91LMcK8TEg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-yield-monitor-calibration&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EK62nMWAL6Rv4Hnx5FO8K9P%2FGGjo05%2B%2FgWPi3anxVEM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fhow-corn-standability-can-affect-harvest-plans&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FpHrWCROYXNVgp0L76r1fZ1024EwsKBPTjtif7c3iD8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fcorn-management-during-grain-fill-and-harvest&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dTOX6cdBOf1Smzd7ZDro9Y7wtb73Vzeni%2FIga2E0gCA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fharvesting-down-corn&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fUgO372pe%2BC%2BIaroP3ca8DrUjOrfQRlF4LRy9yYcqps%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fcorn-stalk-rots-and-managing-lodging-issues&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FPXfBiy9LHEpOBhJAvGOcDWl%2BwF9uqGpYlI4ESMsDC4%3D&reserved=0
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Sign up to receive Bayer Crop Science Agronomic Updates 

 
/// FieldView Support: 
/// 888-924-7475 /// Knowledge Center /// YouTube /// Twitter 
 

Picture of the Week 
 

 
New DEKALB DKC107-69 from the combine cab – intactness and late season stalks are outstanding on 

this hybrid. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.climate.com%2Fkt%23%2Fen_US&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569899345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akenAEABsY1jvnDksZhUf%2FF5A0U03X69L9LOlJX5J0k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40FieldView&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569911595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e4i6%2BIC71uCASbMWrzK%2BxdvslExdOWIufNGRJDPIXJI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffieldviewhelp&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569923314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aHqme5RpjNaANac4TIIgD1HOreTPoRg4mGyBeF0SvNw%3D&reserved=0

