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October 6th, 2025      NW IA Dealer Agronomy Update
Harvest Trends 

➢ Soybean yields very good – heavier ground possibly not as good as expected; lighter ground better 

than expected 

➢ General statement – early beans planted early have done well 

➢ Soybean lodging seemed to hurt more than expected 

➢ Corn yields very good – all depends on if expectations were adjusted after the last six weeks of the 

growing season negatively affected yields 

➢ Southern Rust impact greater than expected 

➢ Rapid drydown – especially where high disease pressure shut plants down early 

 

How Much Yield Did We Lose Below 13% and 15%? 

Once again, we have seen rapid drydown on both corn and soybeans with the above normal temperatures.  

This contributes to yield loss from losing water weight as well as increasing the chance of harvest loss.  The 

charts below show yield loss as soybeans fall below 13% and corn below 15%. 

 

 

 
Early hybrids and/or early death of corn have 

contributed to harvest moistures being below 15% 

in some fields.  Corn is much farther along than 

what the calendar says with widespread early 

planting, premature death and above normal GDUs. 

For the most part, corn has stood well but with 

many brittle stalks and shanks we are a major 

storm away from having significant harvest losses. 

 

 

 

Lost profit potential if selling soybeans below 13% moisture (assuming 60 bu/A and $10/bu) 
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Ear and Kernel Rot ID 
The warm and humid conditions that contributed to one of the heaviest foliar disease years, has also 

contributed to the incidence of ear and kernel molds this year. Ear rots are a significant concern for corn 

growers, as they can lead to reduced yield and quality, as well as potential mycotoxin contamination. Several 

pathogens can cause ear rots, each with specific conditions that favor their development and unique 

identification features. Below is an overview of common ear rots in corn, including the associated pathogens, 

conditions that support their development, identification methods, and any mycotoxin concerns. 

 

1. Aspergillus Ear Rot (Aspergillus flavus and Aspergillus parasiticus)  

• Conditions that Support Development: Warm, 

dry/drought conditions during grain fill and harvest can promote the 

development of Aspergillus ear rot.  

• Identification: Symptoms include a dark army 

green on the ears, often accompanied by a musty odor. Often very 

dusty looking. Kernels may appear shriveled or discolored, and the 

infection can spread rapidly. 

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Aspergillus flavus produces 

aflatoxins, which are highly toxic and carcinogenic. Contamination 

can lead to significant health risks for humans and livestock. 

 

 

2. Diplodia Ear Rot (Diplodia maydis)  

• Conditions that Support Development: Diplodia ear rot is 

favored by warm, wet conditions during the growing season, particularly 

during flowering and grain fill. High humidity and prolonged leaf wetness 

can also promote infection. Already seeing some of this in 2025. 

• Identification: Infected ears typically show a grayish-white mold, 

often (but not always!) starting at the base of the ear and progressing 

upward. Kernels may appear shriveled and can be soft or water-soaked. 

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Diplodia maydis is not known to produce 

significant mycotoxins, making it less of a concern compared to other 

ear rot pathogens. However, the presence of the fungus can still lead to 

decreased grain quality, yield, and feed palatability. 

1Travis Faske, University of Arkansas 
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3. Fusarium Ear Rot (Fusarium verticillioides and Fusarium 

graminearum)  

• Conditions that Support Development: High moisture 

levels during flowering and grain fill, as well as warm temperatures, favor 

the development of Fusarium ear rot. Stress factors such as insect 

damage or nutrient deficiencies can also increase susceptibility. Already 

seeing some of this in 2025. 

• Identification: Infected ears may show a white to pink 

mold, often starting at the tip of the ear. Kernels may appear shriveled 

and can have a reddish discoloration. 

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Fusarium verticillioides can 

produce fumonisins, which are linked to health issues in livestock and potential human health risks. 

Fusarium graminearum may produce deoxynivalenol (DON), which is harmful if ingested. 

 

4. Gibberella Ear Rot (Gibberella zeae, formerly Fusarium graminearum) 

• Conditions that Support Development: Gibberella ear rot thrives in 

warm, humid conditions, especially during flowering and grain fill. Prolonged 

wet weather and high moisture levels can significantly increase the risk of 

infection. Already seeing some of this in 2025. 

• Identification: Symptoms include a pink to reddish mold that may cover 

the ears, often starting at the tip. Kernels can become shriveled, discolored, 

and may exhibit a watery rot. 

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Gibberella zeae can produce deoxynivalenol 

(DON) and other mycotoxins that pose health risks to humans and livestock. 

This makes monitoring and management essential to ensure grain safety. 

 

5. Penicillium Ear Rot (Penicillium spp.)  

• Conditions that Support Development: 

This ear rot is favored by warm, humid conditions, 

particularly during harvest. Damage to the ears from 

insects or hail can also facilitate infection. Already seeing 

some of this in 2025. 

• Identification: Symptoms include a blue-

green mold on the kernels, which can be easily 

recognized by its characteristic color. Infected kernels 

may also appear soft or water-soaked. Infection is 

centered on a damaged area.  

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Some species of 

Penicillium can produce mycotoxins. However, the 

specific mycotoxin risk varies by species and environmental conditions. 

2Kiersten Wise, University of Kentucky 

Iowa State University Entomology  

3Crop Protection Network T. Allen 
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5. Trichoderma Ear Rot (Trichoderma viride) 

• Conditions that Support Development: This ear rot is favored 

by warm, humid conditions in fields that are already stressed. This can 

include nutrient, water, or disease related stressors. Already seeing some of 

this in 2025. 

• Identification: Symptoms begin as white mold in between the 

kernels and then become a bright blue green as it progresses. This can be 

throughout the ear. It is generally considered a minor pathogen.  

• Mycotoxin Concerns: Not a concern with this pathogen 

 

 
 

 

 
Harvest Results 
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Additional Resources: 
 
ISU Corn Drydown Calculator 

 
Resources available for harvest: 

Reducing Harvest Losses in Corn and Soybeans 

Harvest Safety Tips 

Grain Storage for Corn and Soybean 

Grain Bin Safety 

Considering Harvest Loss, Discounts and Drying Costs 

  

Grain Yield Monitor Calibration 

  

How Corn Standability Affects Harvest Plans 

Corn Management during Grain Fill and Harvest 

Harvesting Down Corn 

Corn Stalk Rots and Managing Lodging Issues 

 

https://facts.extension.iastate.edu/corn-drydown-calculator
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Freduce-harvest-losses-in-soybean-and-corn&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FnBer0kzu3x1pEvnvyBGEr1BRaKnpoTOI%2BYXVsqMzlA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fharvest-safety-tips&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1TN6J5v%2BXs7zz%2BR%2BH%2BKmWnm%2FeAL6kcquKQsmAQ%2FpuwY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-storage-for-corn-and-soybean&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lw8p2UcgDJpvyQVUguCG4oGpFSbcmGCDIcPMuQ4iIZo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-bin-safety&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m8QXtYAIhD5zUSRmNIAazWAijtmb9ifPzw%2B%2B9d4zX%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fconsidering-harvest-loss--discounts--and-drying-costs&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W3Zc%2BcNGC1Rl23ubwF4rjgh3qxS%2B09SJj91LMcK8TEg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fgrain-yield-monitor-calibration&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314037030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EK62nMWAL6Rv4Hnx5FO8K9P%2FGGjo05%2B%2FgWPi3anxVEM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fhow-corn-standability-can-affect-harvest-plans&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FpHrWCROYXNVgp0L76r1fZ1024EwsKBPTjtif7c3iD8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fcorn-management-during-grain-fill-and-harvest&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dTOX6cdBOf1Smzd7ZDro9Y7wtb73Vzeni%2FIga2E0gCA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fharvesting-down-corn&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fUgO372pe%2BC%2BIaroP3ca8DrUjOrfQRlF4LRy9yYcqps%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cropscience.bayer.us%2Farticles%2Fbayer%2Fcorn-stalk-rots-and-managing-lodging-issues&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9cf01cfaef214efa6eb208dbb5196b7b%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638302893314193219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FPXfBiy9LHEpOBhJAvGOcDWl%2BwF9uqGpYlI4ESMsDC4%3D&reserved=0
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Sign up to receive Bayer Crop Science Agronomic Updates 

 
/// FieldView Support: 
/// 888-924-7475 /// Knowledge Center /// YouTube /// Twitter 
 

Picture of the Week 

 
 

Great staygreen, late season plant health and disease tolerance showing on this outstanding new 
hybrid – DKC112-35.  Shown here in O’Brien County on 9/22. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.climate.com%2Fkt%23%2Fen_US&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569899345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akenAEABsY1jvnDksZhUf%2FF5A0U03X69L9LOlJX5J0k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40FieldView&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569911595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e4i6%2BIC71uCASbMWrzK%2BxdvslExdOWIufNGRJDPIXJI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffieldviewhelp&data=05%7C02%7C%7C652f8307d4554489e47f08dc80aa5f6c%7Cfcb2b37b5da0466b9b830014b67a7c78%7C0%7C0%7C638526716569923314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aHqme5RpjNaANac4TIIgD1HOreTPoRg4mGyBeF0SvNw%3D&reserved=0

